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WAR HERO COMES HOME

Find Him
and Win!
Find the hidden turkey in The
Potpourri classified section for a
chance to win all the fixings for a
Thanksgiving dinner for four,
including the turkey, pies and
rolls, from Klein’s Super Market
and The Potpourri, along with a
free private party ad in the
newspaper. See ad on page 4A for
details to an entry form.

Benefit
A benefit for the children of
Wesley and Tamra Wagner will
be held Nov. 12 and 13 at Texas
Grand Market, located at 8215
FM 1488 in Magnolia.
The children’s parents died
Sept. 16 while working in the
yard of their home building a carport-like shelter. Corrugated
metal roofing the couple were
holding came in contact with
overhead powerlines.
The benefit will run from 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. each day. Barbeque
plates will be on sale. The event
will also feature cotton candy, a
moon walk activity for kids, a
motorcycle and car show, as well
as a raffle.
For more information, call 281252-4699 or 936-672-5552.

Celebrity
Basketball
Willow Wood Junior High will
host a celebrity basketball game
fund-raiser Nov. 5 at 7 p.m. at the
Tomball High School gymnasium.
Last week’s announcement of
the event in The Potpourri contained an incorrect date for the
event.
Reggie “Air Man” Dixon, former Harlem Globetrotter, along
with an All Star team will participate in a celebrity game against
a special Tomball Independent
School District team, with a
guest appearance by Curly Neal.
Special pre-game and half-time
events are being planned for the
event. Tickets are $10 per seat,
available at the main office of any
Tomball school district campus, if
purchased by Nov. 3. Tickets will
cost $12 when purchased at the
event. All funds raised will benefit Willow Wood Junior High. For
further information call Willow
Wood Junior High at 281-3573030.

Klan Push
Nov. 8 Vote
The Ku Klux Klan group from
Cleveland which conducted a
June exhibit and lecture in
Tomball, is now sending out flyers urging people to vote in the
upcoming Nov. 8 election.
In particular, the White
Camelia Knights of the Ku Klux
Klan is campaigning for a “Yes”
vote on constitutional amendment proposal number two on
the ballot. The amendment
would define marriage in Texas
as between one man and one
woman. The Klan’s grand dragon, Charles Lee, stated, “... this is
not a racial issue, but rather a
moral issue.”
In a flyer the Klan group refer
to homosexuals as “perverts” and
quote Bible scripture. The flyer
can be seen on the Web site
www.wckkkk.com.
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Pinehurst area resident Ben Brown recently returned home after being injured while serving in the U.S. Army in Iraq. Brown, a 1996 graduate of Tomball High School, received a
Purple Heart and a Bronze Star for his service.

Veteran rejoins family, adjusts to civilian life
BY BRANDON MOELLER
Potpourri Staff Writer
Decorated Iraq war veteran
Ben Brown has rejoined his
family in the Pinehurst area
and is spending as much time
as he can with his 18-month-old
daughter, Alison Leean Brown.
Brown, who was injured in the
war when a crudely-made bomb
was detonated with a cell phone
a few yards from where he was
standing, received a Purple
Heart and a Bronze Star with a
V Device.
Brown, a 1996 graduate of
Tomball High School, enlisted
in the army for the second time

soon after the terrorist attacks
of Sept. 11, 2001. At that time,
he was serving in the reserves
after completing a three-year
enlistment in the army soon
after graduating high school.
But all of that is behind him
now. He arrived home earlier
this month after spending
about six months at Fort Hood.
He’s landed a new job in Ocean
City, Texas — a two-hour drive
— with a company that compresses natural gas and transports it to customers. He said
the biggest adjustment to civilian life for him was the monotony of it all.
“It takes a little while to get

Veterans’ Day is
Nov. 11. Area schools
will be celebrating
Freedom Week
Nov. 7 - 11.
used to,” Brown said. “In Iraq,
everyday was an adventure.
Here, you kind of get bored. But
I didn’t have too much of a
problem adjusting like other
people I know.”
Brown said his year-long
service in Iraq was strenuous,
especially on his family. When
his last three enlisted years
were up, he was eager to get

home to spend time with his
daughter.
“She’s the reason he’s out
now,” Brown’s mother Marilyn
said.
Brown said his wife left him
while he was serving his country in Iraq.
“Iraq is perfect for that kid in
you — if you want to live Black
Hawk Down or all those movies
about the Vietnam war,” Brown
said. “But it really would have
been perfect if you could only do
it for six months, it’s that yearlong commitment that scares a
lot of people. They’re afraid of
losing their families. Of my six
closest friends, five are

Birds’
visit cut
short

divorced, and the sixth is pretty
sure his wife cheated on him.”
The March 2005 issue of the
military newspaper Fort Lewis
Ranger reports that divorce
rates are as high as 50 to 80
percent in some units returning
from yearlong deployments.
Brown said the combat pay
while he was in Iraq was “outrageously” high, and he said
he’d probably have $20,000 in
the bank right now if he wasn’t
“taken to the cleaners” in
divorce court by his ex-wife.
Though Brown’s relationship
crumbled while he was in Iraq,

See HERO, page 12A

Crunch!
The Magnolia defense
held the Cy Ridge Rams
to only six points as the
Bulldogs trampled the
Rams 22-6 during Friday
night’s
homecoming
game Oct. 28. Here, Karl
Saxe and Nick Hart pummel a Cy Ridge running
back. Read more about
the Bulldog’s victory on
Page 1B.

BY BRANDON MOELLER
Potpourri Staff Writer
Rosehill resident Marsha
McKinney, who three weeks ago
was paid an unusual visit by a
flock of peacocks, now reports
that a local wildlife rehabilitator has answered her call for
relief for the unwanted and
messy yard guests.
McKinney called Lone Star
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See BIRDS, page 12A

Kids offer touchy topic Ordinance pitfall
for karaoke plans

BY BRANDON MOELLER
Potpourri Staff Writer
Last week when Magnolia’s
Congressman Kevin Brady
asked Stephanie Orlando’s
Magnolia Elementary School
class what law they would like
to see passed if they were president, one student said he’d
like to see a law that would
prevent people from doing
“dumb things.”
“Well, that’s a big job,” Brady,
a Republican, responded. “I’m
sure I fall in that category
myself sometimes.”
Brady, who was arrested for
driving under the influence of
alcohol after a South Dakota
alumni party Oct. 7, was visiting the class Oct. 24 to read a
1996 book called “House
Mouse, Senate Mouse,” by
Peter and Cheryl Shaw

BY BRIAN WALZEL
Potpourri Staff Writer
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Congressman Kevin Brady reads to a group of Magnolia first graders.
Barnes. The book informs
young readers of the legislative
process and shows how a bill
becomes a law.

Though Brady didn’t mention his DUI arrest to the first

See TOUCHY, page 12A

The barbecue restaurant which
prompted complaints from nearby residents and the enaction of a
noise ordinance by the Magnolia
City Council has finally decided
to cease its monthly karaoke
event.
But the move may be only temporary.
Co-owner of The Pit barbecue
restaurant, Wanda Barlow, said
she is attempting to work out a
resolution to eventually reinstitute the business’ popular
singing event while staying within the permitted sound decibels
allowed for in the ordinance.
Barlow said shortly after the
adoption of the ordinance, which

the council approved during its
Oct. 11 meeting, she met with
City Manager Roger Carlisle to
go over the details of the new law.
The ordinance would require
Barlow to apply for a permit
every 30 days in order to exceed
the minimal decibel levels.
“It would have cost us $300 per
year to have karaoke once a
month,” she said. “That’s just
absurd.”
Now, the marquee sign in front
of The Pit, which previously
announced specials and upcoming karaoke nights, reads,
“Karaoke Cancelled Thanks To
New City Ordinance.”
Barlow said she has heard
numerous comments from customers who are outraged about
the new ordinance.
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Hero, From page 1A
he thinks it was the right thing to
do. He supports the troops that
are still fighting there and thinks
the U.S. government is doing a
great job in supplying the soldiers
with what they need to secure
Iraq.
“The war is being run well,”
Brown said. “We had all the gear
and weapons we needed. There
was so much equipment, if you
asked for it, you got it.”
Soon after Brown arrived in
Iraq at Camp Cuervo — named
after the first soldier from the
camp to die in combat in
Southwestern Baghdad — his
platoon was dispatched to Sadr
City, where Shiite Muslim insurgents staged an uprising against
U.S.-led forces. It was April 4,
2004 — days before Brown’s
birthday — when he would get
his first taste of non-stop combat
for days on end.
“There wasn’t anytime to rest
— we didn’t want to lose Sadr
City like the Marines lost
Falujah,” Brown said. “We hung
on to it by a thread. We would
fight for days on end without
sleeping., We’d stay awake with
energy bars and Red Bull.
Sometimes, we would huddle
together and catch 10 minutes of
sleep while a group of guards
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Out of uniform and out of Iraq, Ben Brown plays with his 18-month-old daughter, Alison Leean Brown, inside
his Pinehurst home. Brown recently returned home after being wounded in the war.
patrolled.”
Sadr City — formerly known as
Saddam city — is a 10-mile by 10mile area within Baghdad, where
a tenth of the Iraqi population
resides. The area is known for its
high Shiite Muslim concentration
and mass poverty. Brown said former Iraqi dictator Saddam
Hussein, a Sunni Muslim, isolat-

ed Sadr City from the rest of the
country. Sadr City’s 2.5 million
residents seeked autonomy from
Hussein’s dictatorship, but until
their liberation by American
forces, Brown described it more
like containment. Shiite muslims
don’t get along well with Sunni
Muslims, Brown said, usually for
differing opinions about the

the effects of alcohol and drugs in
their classes. Smiling, Ward said
that’s probably why so many students were talking about the
issue.
“I love kids at that age, whatever the first one says, they all follow suit,” Brady said, after the
reading. Brady also asked teachers and administrators in the
room what laws they would like
to see. Orlando, the classroom

teacher, said she’d like to see a
law that would provide health
insurance for everyone in the
United States. Ward, the principal, said she’d like to see
increased literacy rates.
“I think I agree with them,
they’re good ideas,” Brady told
the first graders. “But after we
make those laws about health
insurance and literacy, I think I
would make sure that everyone
had a job. That way, everyone will
have enough money for their family.”
When asked in the hallway if
Brady was inspired to sponsor a
bill for universal health insurance, Brady chuckled and said
he’d look into it. Brady donated a
copy of the book to the library and
told the students to listen to and
be mindful of their teacher.

Islamic faith.
“The Shiites generally like
Americans — we liberated them
— but when their high priest tells
them to do something, they do it,”
Brown said. “Our interpreters
would tell us when a cleric
announces a call to arms over the
mosque’s loud speakers. That’s
when we knew we were in for it.

But then they’d also call to lay
down arms. It changes so quickly.”
A Washington Post reporter
that was embedded in Brown’s
platoon referred to Sadr City as a
slum, where residents have no
place to dispose of their waste.
“What got me was all the
garbage,” Brown said. “There was
sewage in the streets so bad it
would drown our humvees out.
We’d get stuck in the trash and
sewage where the streets should
be. The sewage system in Sadr
City was bad enough under
Hussein’s reign. But when the
war began, insurgents would
plant bombs in the streets and a
120 millimeter cannon shell sure
can blow a sewage system to
hell.”
One day while his platoon was
planning a counter attack by
gathering troops and vehicles just
outside of Sadr City, Brown was
injured when a five-gallon cooking oil drum loaded with 20
pounds of C4 explosives and ball
bearings exploded yards away
from where he was standing.
Brown’s platoon was fighting
shoulder to shoulder with an
Iraqi National Guard troop. As
the consolidated forces were planning their attack, their vehicles

were lined up in a row in a trash
field just outside the city.
“I was in the last vehicle and I
had gotten out to smoke a cigarette,” Brown said. “And then the
bomb went off. You could feel the
heat and the noise - it was the
loudest crack I’ve ever heard — it
felt like I was being struck by
lightning.”
The truck carrying the Iraqi
National Guard troops suffered
the brunt of the explosion, and no
one in that truck survived. All
that was left of the truck was a
burnt out shell, peppered with
ball bearing shrapnel holes.
“The blast blew out my
eardrums and many others and a
ball bearing hit me in the shin,
leaving a nasty cut,” Brown said.
“Now my hearing’s not as good as
it used to be.”
Specialist Maxwell, who is in
Brown’s platoon and was with
him during the explosion, suffered an injury to his shoulder
when a ball bearing travelled
through it. Brown was recognized
for his service by being approved
by his superior officers for a silver
star — the highest award given to
soldiers in combat by the U.S.
Army. He received a bronze star
and a purple heart for his service
to his country.

Touchy, From page 1A
graders, many students said they
would like to see laws that prevent people from drinking alcohol. One young student said her
parents drink too much beer, too
often.
“That’s a good idea, it would
probably help,” Brady said.
Magnolia Elementary School
Principal Jennifer Ward said the
students were studying Red
Ribbon Week and talking about

LEGISLATIVE READING TIME:
Congressman Kevin Brady posed
with a group of first graders last
week after he read the class a
book titled, “House Mouse,
Senate Mouse.” The book, by
Peter and Cheryl Shaw Barnes,
informs readers of the legislative
process and shows how a bill
becomes a law.
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Birds, From page 1A
Wildlife Rescue, who referred
her to local domestic animal
rehabilitator
Lisa
Landis.
Landis came to McKinney’s
Rosehill subdivision and captured three of the peacocks last
week, and at press time was
planning to capture the remaining two Oct. 29. Two of the peacocks got spooked and left
McKinney’s yard, unable to be
safely captured when Landis
made her first visit to the subdivision.

“They’re afraid to come in my
yard now because of the others
who were caught,” McKinney
said. “But I’ve been getting so
many phone calls about the peacocks I haven’t been answering
the phone. I would really prefer
the rescue organization to pick
up the other two birds instead of
other local residents. From
what they told me, if anybody
else were to come and try to
catch them, they could get hurt.
They know what they’re doing.”

Landis, who has a varied
background in caring for animals, lives in Montgomery and
shelters many domesticated
animals. She said catching peacock — domesticated or not — is
tricky.
“You do have to do everything
as calm and quietly as possible,”
Landis said. “They do stress out
pretty easily. And they’re not an
easy bird to catch. They can be
very dangerous. They can put
some very deep scratches on you

with their claws. You have to
make sure their feet are facing
outward. It’s not recommended
for just anybody to go and grab
a peacock.”
Landis and her friend Darla
Salisbury came armed with a
fishing net, which they placed
over the captured birds’ heads
and shoulders.
“You can’t go out with just any
net,” Landis said. “You have to
make sure it’s not too big — or
the bird can get entangled and
break their neck. We also got
permission before going on any
people’s property in respect of
homeowners. It probably took
us two hours.”
McKinney said she received
some interesting calls from people and organizations who say
they could give the birds good
homes.
“A man called me from a
Catholic retreat in Montgomery,
who said they have 45 acres and
a lot of families come up there,”
McKinney said. “Another older
man called me and said he had
100 acres and a big lake where
they could live happily. It’s
unbelievable how many people
want peacocks.”
Landis said the peacocks may
have traveled from as far away
as 30 miles.
“If they came through during
the storm with the winds the
way they were, they could have
traveled until they found food,”
Landis said. “It’s remarkable
how they did stay in a group.”
Landis, who specializes in
rehabilitating domesticated animals, did not want her phone
number in The Potpourri. But
she said people can contact her
through the Lone Star Wildlife
Rescue organization, which specializes in “injured, orphaned
and sick wildlife,” according to
co-director Marsha Harper.
“Lisa is invaluable, but she is
not a volunteer with Lone Star
Wildlife Rescue,” Harper said. “I
knew she’d be interested in peacocks. I referred the call to her.
We don’t do a lot of running and
chasing and capturing. And we
don’t do livestock and domestic
animals.”
Harper said any residents
who have questions about
wildlife or domestic animal
issues may call the Lone Star
Wildlife Rescue at 281-3569393.

